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1625 August 12, 1904 

When the diagnosis of plague has been made the authorities have 
taken every precaution to prevent the spread of the disease. The 
city has been divided into districts, and doctors have been appointed 
to verify all deaths by personal visitation before permitting interment; 
in case of suspects, bacteriological examination is made, but in the 
meantime the premises are rigorously disinfected. A house-to-house 
canvass is being made and the people are notified to clean up, where 
necessary; the markets, restaurants, theaters, hotels, grocery and other 
stores, street cars, etc. , are required to be washed out each day with 
disinfectant, the churches at least once a week, and. in some sections 
the schools have been closed. 

The State board of health has notified all nearby places of the plague 
being here and requests them to take note of all arrivals from here, 
place them under observation for a period of 10 days, and at once com- 
municate to the State board any suspicious cases. 

Yesterday" all of the houses, including the stores, were closed in 
what is considered the infected street and are to remain closed until 
street and houses have been thoroughly disinfected. 

All persons residing in houses where there have been cases are 
placed under observation for 10 days, during which time their temper- 
ature is taken at least once a day by doctors appointed for the purpose. 

I deem that every precaution is being taken to wipe out the plague, 
and if the measures continue to be strictly enforced Bahia will soon 
be free from the much-dreaded malady. 

Report from, Bio de Janeiro — Yellow fever — No new cases of plague — 

Smallpox epidemic. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Stewart reports, July 6, as follows: 

During the week ended July 2, 1904, the following vessels were 
inspected and given bills of health: On June 28 the American barken- 
tine Josephine, for Baltimore, with a cargo of coffee, no passengers 
of any class, and one new member of the crew taken on at this port. 
This vessel lay at the coffee docks to load.' On the same date the 
British steamship Buffon, for New Orleans, via Santos, Brazil. This 
ship took no passengers of any class and there was no change in the 
personnel of the crew while here. On June 30 the German steamship 
Catania, with coffee for New York, no first-class passengers, and but 
two steerage, and one new member of the crew taken on at this port. 
On July 2 the British steamship Eastern Prince, for New York, with 
no passengers, a cargo of coffee, and no change in the personnel of 
the crew while at this port. 

I have been unable to obtain news from other portions of this 
country for this report, and am therefore obliged to confine my r report 
to the sanitary conditions of this city. 

During the week ended July 3 there were in all 439 deaths. This 
is considerably in excess of any weekly report of deaths since my 
arrival here last November. The deaths were divided, as regards 
infectious diseases, as follows: Yellow fever, 1 death with 3 new cases 
reported, and at the close of the week there was but 1 case under 
treatment at Hospital Sao SebastiSo. Plague caused no deaths, nor 
were any new cases reported during the week, but at the end of the 
week there were 5 cases under treatment still at the hospital at Jura- 
juba. Variola, always epidemic more or less, has assumed consider- 
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able proportions during the last two weeks, there having been during 
the last seven days 200 new cases reported, and 117 deaths. 

At the close of the week there were 246 cases under treatment at 
the Hospital Sao Sebastao. There were no deaths from measles, scarlet 
fever, diphtheria, or enteric fever. Whooping cough caused 1 death, 
grippe, 16 deaths; dysentery, 5; beriberi, 2; leprosy, 3; malarial fevers, 
4, and tuberculosis, 49. 

The deaths were divided as follows, as regards age, nationality, etc. : 
Males, 266; females, 173. Residents, 351; strangers, 85; unknown, 3., 
Less than 1 year of age, 75; more than 1 and less than 5, 70; 5 to 10, 
18; 10 to 20, 21; 20 to 30, 73; 30 to 40, 47; 40 to 50. 41; 50 to 60, 30; 
more than 60 years of age, 64. 

As regards localities where deaths occurred: In homes, hotels, etc., 
265; in civil hospitals, 112; in military hospitals, 4; Santa Casa de 
Misericordia, 54; in asylums, convents, etc., 2; in ships in port, none; 
in localities unknown, 2. 

The daily death rate for the week was 62.71, compared with 52.57 
for last week and with 37.57 for the same week last year. This is a 
high rate of mortality, and were it not for the epidemic of smallpox 
would be very inauspicious. 

The highest range of the thermometer was 27° C. on the 30th ultimo, 
and the lowest was on the 27th ultimo, 15.1° C, while the average for 
the week was 19.65°. The only rainfall of the week was on the 3d 
instant, 38.45 mm. 

BRITISH HONDURAS. 

Reports from Belize, fruit port. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Carson reports as follows: Week ended 
July 21, 1904: Present officially estimated population, 8,500; number 
of deaths, 4;' prevailing diseases, malarial fever of mild type and pul- 
monary tuberculosis; general sanitary condition of this port and the 
surrounding country during the week, good. 

Bills of health were issued to the following-named vessels: 
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Vessel. 



Number 
of crew. 



Number of 

passengers 

from this 

port. 



Number of 
passengers 
in transit. 



Pieces of 

baggage 
disinfected. 



July 15 
21 



Beverly . 
Spero 



15 



I 



Week ended July 28, 1904: Number of deaths, 2; prevailing dis- 
eases, malarial fever of mild type; general sanitary condition of this 
port and the surrounding country during the week, good. 

Bills of health were issued to the following-named vessels: 



Date. 



July 22 
25 



Anselm 
Capella 
Belize . 



Number 
of crew. 



Number of 

passengers 

from this 

port. 



Number of 
passengers 
in transit. 



Pieces of 

baggage 

disinfected. 



